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Introduction (Hypothesis and aims) 

Forest is a national asset and protecting forests is a duty. But forests are threatened 
and forest area is being reduced. One threat is livestocks in forests which rely on 
trees for feeding. This will cause damage to the health of the trees and thus the 
sustainability of the forest. Hence, to reduce pressure on the forests of northern Iran, 
the plan of exclusion of livestock from forest is implemented. But the question is: 
how is the acceptance of this plan among foresters and what factors affect it. 

 

Highlights 

Results indicate that the adoption of this plan is a time consuming process. Also, 
informal channels such as family, friends and acquaintances were the most 
communication channels influence people's decisions to accept or reject the plan. 
Although the attitude of foresters towards the plan is less favorable, but their attitude 
is conducive to forest values. Findings related to the livelihoods vulnerability 
indicated that studied people have suffered greatly from the plan, and non-adopters 
more affected than adopters. Compare adopters and non-adopters of the plan revealed 
adopters have less crowded households, less cattle and calves, less income from 
husbandry, less garden, more income from agriculture and non-husbandry sources, 
more trip each month to nearest town, more participation in training and extension 
classes related  animals withdrawal from forests. Logistic regression analysis showed 
that among demographic factors, five factors, i.e the number of loans for livestock, 
the number of monthly trips to the nearest town, government departments 
consultation with foresters prior to the implementation of the plan, respondents' 
attitude toward risk and the degree of vulnerability of livelihoods are the main 
effective factors on acceptance of the plan. 



Vice Presidency of Research and Technology, Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
(GUASNR). This material may be reprinted provided that the article and the author(s) are acknowledged.  
 

 

 

Other Information (including tables and figures)  

Results of stepwise logestic regression model.  
 

Variable Beta Wald Statistic Sig. Exp (B) 
- Number of loans for livestock 5.076 6.866 0.009 160.084 
- Frequency of travel to the 
nearest town on each month 0.558 11.537 0.001 1.747 

- Governmental consultations 
with respondents before 
implementation of the plan 

1.624 4.804 0.028 5.072 

- Index of risk attitude -0.191 7.925 0.005 .826 
- Livelihood vulnerability index -0.238 11.964 0.001 0.788 
Constant 15.955 11.146 0.001 8495764 

 

Importance 

Today, one of the problems caused by human is over exploitation of the forests. 
For example, supplying wood, charcoal, animal fodder, building houses and clearing 
forest from plants for agricultural land preparation. In addition, the expansion of 
construction activities such as infrastructure and services within the forest, existence 
livelihoods depend on forests, fossil fuel shortages and lack of employment 
opportunities for foresters have been resulted in increasing pressure on forests. Most 
foresters for their livelihoods, through animal husbandry, use leaves and branches of 
trees as fodder for livestock. For this reason, some people see the villages in the 
forests of Northern Iran as a major cause of forest destruction. So, keeping livestock 
in the forest should be managed as appropriate as possible.  


