
Vice Presidency of Research and Technology, Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
(GUASNR). This material may be reprinted provided that the article and the author(s) are acknowledged.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keywords: Ethical position, Living things, Animal rights  

 

Highlights 

Students' attitude toward animals can be assessed as moderate to high. Women's 
attitude towards animals was more favorable than men’s attitude towards animals. 
Also, there was a significant positive correlation between idealism and attitudes 
towards animals. In the present study, no significant correlation was found between 
age and attitude towards animals.  

 

Finding source: Research project  92-314-47 

 

Author(s): Ahmad Abedi-Sarvestani, Mohammad Reza Shahraki 

 

Title: Ethical idealism and attitude towards animals among university students of 
Gorgan city  

 

NO:   92-314-47 

Date: 16/03/2015 

Factsheet  

ijpp
Untitled



Vice Presidency of Research and Technology, Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
(GUASNR). This material may be reprinted provided that the article and the author(s) are acknowledged.   
 

 

 

 

Other Information (including tables and figures) 

The present study showed that the tendency to ethical idealism among the study 
population can be assessed as good. With the significant positive correlation between 
ethical idealism and attitude towards animals, it can be concluded that it is possible to 
improve the population's attitude and behavior towards the animals by using the 
proper condition which idealism can provided. It is proposed to improve students' 
attitude toward animals by including proper behavior towards animal courses or 
educational content related to ethical issues in university curricula.   

Importance 

Today we are reading theories and views on ethics in which non-human beings 
considered as to have moral standings. Thus, treatment of animals is one of the 
fundamental issues of ethics. In this regard, there are views that believed morality 
can extend scope of their responsibilities to be all living organisms like animals. For 
this reason, the rights and welfare of animals is one of the topics accepted at the 
international level. Therefore, there are great interest to study the ethical issues, 
attitude and behavior towards non-human creatures.   

Introduction (Hypothesis and aims) 

In studying right behavior towards animals, one question from a moral perspective 
is whether people are required to do such behaviors or conditions are determining the 
ethical behavior towards animals. It seems that people with moral idealism ideology 
are more likely to have a better attitude towards animals. Since students are the future 
of the country and they are elites of the society, their attitude has a significant impact 
on social interaction. Hence, the question is what attitude they have towards animals? 
This study was suggested to examine this issue among university students of Gorgan 
city. In this context, the present study has the following objectives:  

- Measuring Gorgan university students' attitudes toward animals. 
 
- Investigating the relationship between students' attitude towards animals and 
ethical idealism. 
 
- Investigating relationships between characteristics of individual students with 
their attitude towards animals.  

 


