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Highlights 

Family farms are not only a way for life but also could help sustaining rural 
societies. They also could help to make sustainable occupation, establish social 
justice, improve food security and increase farmers’ choices. With moving towards 
big farms and industrial agriculture, there is a threat for some values and virtues such 
as hard working, integrity, self-reliance, responsibility to community, contentment 
and proper treatment of animals which family farms are advocate for them. For these 
reasons, preserving family farms are conserving a good and valuable life which could 
improve social solidarity and improve ethics of and morality in the community. 
However, results of this survey research in Jihad-e-Keshavarzi organization of 
Golestan province indicated that agricultural experts do not have a good view 
towards family farms.  
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Other Information (including tables and figures) 

Despite the growing international emphasis on the family farms, mean score of 
agricultural experts’ attitude towards family farms are not favorable. Furthermore, 
there is no significant correlation between age, education and work experience of 
agricultural experts with their attitude toward family farms. Comparing agricultural 
experts regard to their living place and having agriulture indicated that there is no 
difference in attitude towards family farms.  

Importance 

In recent years a movement has been formed to support and protect family farms 
which want to maintain the style of living in rural areas as a means to the realization 
of humanity dreams and ideals in agriculture. Studies have also shown that regardless 
of the differences in production costs and prices on large farms and family farms, 
moral risks caused by the loss of family farms is one of the most important reasons 
for supporting family farms.  

Introduction (Hypothesis and aims) 

The fact that introducing new technologies and increasing need for foods besides 
economic pressure have been resulting in emerging a view regarding agriculture in 
which agriculture has been seeing as a business aiming increased production and 
efficiency as its major goals. Indeed agriculture is not merely a job to make money 
but it is a way of life which is important regards to its cultural, social and 
environmental functions. Agriculture is multi-functional and its economic function is 
only one among other. With structural changes in agriculture and moving towards big 
farms and industrial agriculture, the family farms are decreasing. These changes have 
been introducing some questions about its effects on the functions of agriculture. 
Therefore, the aim of present study is the analysis the perspective of agricultural 
expert towards family farms.  


