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Introduction (Hypothesis and aims) 

Food safety is one of the most important issues in relation to production, 
consumption and exports of agricultural products and foods. Food safety could play a 
decisive role in health of all members of society and have also an importatnt role to 
sold agricultural products. For this reason, in addition to producing enough food for a 
growing population, the issue of the safety of produced food is one of the most 
important issues in development of communities. Although food safety is considered 
at different levels, but food safety statrts from farms. In this regard, this study was 
conducted with the following objectives:  

- Evaluation of food safety in relation to production at farm level. 

- Examination the relationship between demographic and economic characteristics of 
farmers with on-farm food safety.  

Highlights 

 Farmers’ behavior towards food safety can be evaluated at appropriate level. 

 Familiarity of farmers to the safety of agricultural products was as well and their 
use of appropriate inputs on the farm was at moderate level.  

 Among the seven dimensions of food safety on the farm (including water quality, 
worker health and hygiene, sanitary facilities, packaging and storage, 
transportation, fertilizer and solid organic matter and feld sanitation), farmers' 
behavior in relation to the field safety was better than other dimensions.  

 Safety and health of workers was at poorest condition among other food safety 
dimensions.  

 There was a significant correlation between the farmers’s familiarity to the safety 
of agricultural products with the food safety bahavior of farmers at the farm.  

 Literate farmers had better food safety behavior at the farm than illiterate farmers.  

 Farmers who irrigate their lands and who participated more in village affairs have 
better food safety behavior at the farms than other farmers.  

 Among investigated variables in this research, the farmers’s familiarity to the 
safety of agricultural products and farmers' age can be used to predict the food 
safety behavior on the farm. 
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Importance 

Every year, millions of people around the world suffer from diseases caused by 
bad food. Diseases caused by consumption of contaminated food have become one of 
the most widespread public health problems in contemorary societies. For this 
reason, process management to provide healthy food is become a concern for 
governments. Achieving food safety is a shared responsibility. Responsibility for 
farmers and producers and retailers and consumers at the same time. Therefore, food 
safety must be integrated in a surveillance chain that begins from the farm and taking 
the lead during the different stages. Therefore, the identification of the food safety 
situation in the field can provide useful information for food safety managers and 
officials.   

Other Information (including tables and figures) 

 
Friedman test for comparison of dimensions of food safety on the farm.  

 
Food safety dimensions Mean rank 

Water sanitation 3.64 

Worker health and hygiene 3.46 

Sanitary facilities 3.85 

Packaging and storage 3.95 

Transportation 4.17 

Fertilizers and organic materials 3.82 

Field sanitation 5.12 
Chi-Square: 151.37                                     Degree of freedom: 6                                        Sig.: 0.000 

 


