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Highlights 

The research findings showed that the most important achievements of micro-
credit funds include increasing group trust among women, increasing women's 
participation in family decision-making, increasing self-confidence of women, 
increasing women's social skills, reduce inequality between women and men in terms 
of income, context making for the emergence of new institutions for women and 
contribute to the development of women's job. 
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Importance 

In rural and agricultural development topics, one of the solutions for the financial 
problems of rural people is small scale credit dispensation, which have important role 
in focusing and directing to small capital of rural people and participation spirit 
creation and team work. The use of micro-credit as a method of indirect intervention 
in development, have been considered by majority of development theorists. This 
way provides appropriate field for effective governance of the state in agricultural 
development with development of new markets and upgrading the culture of 
management.  
 

 

Introduction (Hypothesis and aims) 

Microcredit programs have an important role in the development of rural areas in 
Golestan province with goals such as women's empowerment in the form of credit - 
savings, promote personal and social skills of rural women through training 
programs; savings mobilization in rural households in order to finance income 
generating activities, increase the income of low-income households through Small 
loans for income-generating activities. Available evidences suggests that despite 
more than a decade of the micro-credit fund in Golestan province, it is not clear 
achievements and impact of the fund on the characteristics of the economic, social, 
welfare and individual members, guidelines improvement of its activities, obstacles 
and barriers to activity and goals realization, for administrators and practitioners and 
in other words, the key question is always how much funds have been successful to 
achieve their goals in economic, social, and personal themes and what mechanisms 
have been proposed to improve their work? Due to the lack of studies, the results of 
this study can be effective on appropriate continuity of funds activity and remove 
their obstacles and problems in future. 
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Other Information (including tables and figures) 

There was a significant positive relationship between amount of women's savings in micro-credit 
fund and their opinion about the achievements of micro-credit funds include increasing life 
management skills for women, informing women of their potential, improve the status and position of 
women in the family, forward looking reinforcement among women, reduce discrimination and 
equality between women and men, future improvements in the education of their children, life, career 
and…, increasing women's participation in family decision-making, increasing women responsibility, 
increasing women motivation to achieve life goals, increasing personal women's skills in production, 
creating multiple sources of income for women, increasing women's risk tolerance and failure in 
business, increasing women's creativity and innovation in business, increasing women's easy access to 
loans without collateral. Also there was a significant positive relationship between women's member 
experience in micro-credit fund and their opinion about the achievements of micro-credit funds include 
increasing women's easy access to loans without collateral and there was a significant negative 
relationship between women's member experience in micro-credit fund and their opinion about the 
achievements of micro-credit funds include performance benefit projects for women. Also there was a 
significant positive relationship between women's age and their opinion about the achievements of 
micro-credit funds include improving the living conditions of rural families and increasing financial 
support for women and there was a significant negative relationship between women's age and their 
opinion about the achievements of micro-credit funds include reducing traditional atmosphere and 
barriers for social activities women and helping to reduce the unemployment of young girls. 

 
Table 1. Some demographic characteristics of the respondents correlate with micro-credit fund gains. 
 

Variable  Variable Significant  Correlation 
coefficient 

Life management skills for women 0.03  *0.145  
Informing women of their potential 0.015  *0.162  
Improve the status and position of women in the family 0.019  *0.156  
Increase responsibility for women 0.004  **0.189  
Increase Incentive for women to achieve life goals 0.007  **0.179  
Increase women's skills in producing 0.001  **0.213  
Reinforcement of providence sense 0.016  *0.160  
Create multiple sources of income for women 0.002  **0.207  

Reduce discrimination and equality between women and men 0.020  *0.154  

Increasing women's participation in family decisions 0.040  *0.132  

Increase women's risk tolerance and failure in business 0.002  **0.207  

Women's creativity and innovation in business 0.001  **0.230  

Future improvements for children in the education, life, career and ... 0.033  *0.142  

Amount of saving 
in fund  

Increasing women's access to loans without collateral 0.009  **0.174  

Improve the living conditions of rural families 0.031  *0.144  Amount of  
borrowing  Reduce family dependence to agriculture 0.030  *0/144  

Increasing women's access to loans without collateral 0.045  *0.133  Membership 
experience in fund  Useful projects implementation for rural women 0.041  *0.136-  

Improve the living conditions of rural families 0.017  *0.158  

Increased financial support for women 0.045  *0.134  

Reducing traditional atmosphere and barriers for social activities of women 0.026  *0.148-  Age  

Helping to reduce unemployment young girls in family  0.038  *0.138-  

 


