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Importance 

Walking, as one of the most popular visitor activities in natural locations, is one of the 

best ways to enjoy the natural beauty of landscape. It also provides opportunities for visitors 

to experience and explore natural environments. A natural tourist destination may offer a 

huge range of walking track options with various individual track characteristics. 

Tourists/visitors have different preferences, expectations, behavior and abilities in relation to 

their walking in natural tourist destinations. Therefore, the quality of visitors’ experiences 

along walking tracks could be increased if they could select appropriate walks in terms of 

their desire and preferences from among the available walking tracks in a natural 

environment. 

 

Introduction (Hypothesis and aims) 

Natural environments have important role in filling human’s leisure time. Walking is 

considered as one of the cheapest and healthiest growing activities in nature. Ziarat area have 

the potential to provides attractive trails for walking of the people in the region and the 

country. The quality of tourists’s experiences along walking tracks could be increased if they 

could select appropriate walks from among the available walking tracks in a natural tourist 

destination. Identifying and studying the preferences of visitors in selection of the trails in 

the area can lead to better management and better development of these trails. 

Highlights 

► The majority of respondents (60%) walkers in the area as groups.  

► Trail’s steepness, vegetation cover, the possibility of watching wildlife and area’s safety 

affect the visitors’ preferences. The managers are expected to consider these factors in 

future plans. Moreover, duration of travels and the opportunities for sightseeing affect the 

walkers’ preferences.   

► Most walkers tend to prefer the steep and narrow trails covered with forest’s understory 

vegetation. 

► With respect to the duration, most walkers opt for trails with an average (nearly half a 

day) to short durations (3 hours to half a day). 

 


