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Introduction (Hypothesis and aims) 

The first phase of this research was carried out with aim of identify and analysis of 

ethical milieu of entrepreneurship and enterprise development. This qualitative research was 

done through descriptive phenomenology method. Semi-structured deep interviews were 

implemented in order to collect data. Statistical population of this research consisted of all 

entrepreneurs and enterprise’s managers of in Golestan province. Through purposeful 

sampling, 41 entrepreneurs and enterprise’s managers were selected as sample or 

interviewee. The data collection process was continued until reaching theoretical saturation 

and usefulness threshold of available information. According to Colaizzi's method, 

qualitative thematic content analysis was carried out to analyze the collected data. The 

second phase of this research was aimed to identify and explain ethical components of agro-

enterprise based on perception cluster analysis of agro-enterprise’ managers and owners. 

Mixed method approach was employed. Target population contains all the entrepreneurs, 

owners and managers of agro-enterprise in Golestan province. In first step, using qualitative 

semi-structured interview, the respondents’ perception about ethical issues in agro-

enterprise were identified. In order to exploit ethical agro-enterprise items the qualitative 

contents analysis was applied. In second step, exploited items were assessed using a 

researcher-made questionnaire based on five point Likert scale. Gathered data were 

analyzed by hierarchical cluster analysis technique. 

Highlights 

First phase: After refining the initial code (combining overlap and exemplifier codes), 

extracted codes were grouped into a four-dimensional model: (1) Phenomenon or unethical 

behaviors in entrepreneurship and enterprise milieu (38 codes); (2) Causal conditions or events, 

incidents, happenings that lead to the occurrence or development of unethical behaviors as a 

phenomenon (48 codes); (3) Impacts included the consequences and effects of unethical 

behaviors in entrepreneurship and enterprise milieu (16 codes); and (4) Response: strategies to 

prevent or control the phenomena of unethical behaviors (13 codes). Finally, the paradigmatic 

model of ethical diagnosis of the entrepreneurship and enterprise milieu was drawn and policies 

to promote ethics in the entrepreneurship and enterprise milieu were proposed. 

Second phase: Cluster analysis revealed that ethical conceptual component of agro-enterprise 

include; resource conservation, organic low input production, environmentalism, religious 

belonging, social stewardship, fair trade, institutional solidarity and participation, 

entrepreneurialism, respect for labor rights, progressivism and meritocracy, quality orientation, 

public extension of knowledge and technology, work safety and ergonomic, commitment to 

community development and social marketing. Regarding multi-dimensionally of ethical in 

agro-enterprise, integrating these dimensions in theoretical patterns, conceptual framework and 

mechanisms of agricultural sustainable development and extension was recommended. 
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Other Information (including tables and figures) 

Overall, conceptual map of ethics in agro-enterprise and agri-entrepreneurship was drawn 

based on cluster analysis of respondents' perceptions related to ethical dimensions of 

entrepreneurship and enterprise in agriculture (Figure 1).  

 

 

Figure 1. Conceptual map of ethics in agro-enterprise and agri-entrepreneurship.  

 

Importance 

Despite the novel of issues related to ethics and entrepreneurship, but there are 

considerable researches that explain the relationship between ethics and entrepreneurship. 

Identifying the prior theoretical and empirical literatures can provide appropriate vision to 

understand interaction between ethic and entrepreneurship. Moreover by increase in interest 

in entrepreneurship general issues ethics of business and entrepreneurship have been 

investigated from different orientation. Entrepreneurship ethic contents, ethic values, 

determinants of ethical behavior among entrepreneurs, the ethical context of entrepreneurship 

and such these have been studied over the recent years. These are important issues that this 

two-phase study wants to investigate by a phenomenological approach to ethical diagnosis of 

entrepreneurship and enterprise development (as wider context) as well as perception cluster 

analysis in order to explain ethical components of agro-enterprises.  


