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Highlights 

First phase: According to Colaizzi's method, qualitative thematic content analysis was 

carried out to analyze the collected data. Findings of this phase, including representative 

codes, frequency and percent of each code are described and summarized in tables. The 

fostering and hindering factors of sense of place among rural people were categorized in 

several subjective categories, including: socio-cultural, service-welfare, geographical -

ecological and economic factors. So, it could be concluded that character and strength 

of sense of place have been influenced by various components. These results indicate 

that the places can be thought of as made up of a range of quite different types of factors 

which extend from the built environment to people’s emotional and psychological 

engagement with place. Thus, understanding the “rural place” involves physical, as well 

as sensory factors – incorporated in rural people’s emotional and psychological 

engagements. 

Second phase: Results showed that the sense of place of 27 %of respondents was 

measured at high level, 49% at mediate level and 24% at low level. According to 

correlation coefficient, there is a significant relationship between social capital and 

sense of place of respondents. In order to determine direct and indirect effects of 

independent variables on sense of place (as dependent variable) the path analysis 

technique by calculate multiple regression was employed. The results of path analysis 

showed that “social capital” (with path coefficient 0.268) have most impact on final 

dependent variable, sense of place. Variables such “occupation situation (0.249)” 

“education (-0.216)”, “receiving social services (0.207)”, “experience of membership in 

local institutions (0.197)”, “years of residence in village (0.308)”, “immigration of 

family members (-0.188)”, and “life satisfaction (0.156)” are in next rank. These results 

were interpreted regarding to the findings of the first phase of this research and 

theoretical framework. 
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Introduction (Hypothesis and aims) 

Sense of place has been approached very differently in different disciplines and has 

been subdivided into different components, including place attachment, place identity, 

and place dependence. Although having multiple definitions, sense of place usually refers 

to the experience of a place, which is gained through the use of, attentiveness to and 

emotions towards the place. This research aimed to investigate relationship between sense 

of place and social capital and identify influencing factors on sense of place among rural 

people. For reaching more deep and analytical understanding, a mixed methodological 

approach (exploratory design, instrument development model) was used involving the 

collection of qualitative data (rural people perceptions of sense of place and related 

influencing factors) using descriptive phenomenology and questionnaire survey. The 

target population includes 26010 of rural people in Zabol County in which 210 people 

(heads of rural households) selected as samples of this research. During qualitative phase 

of this research, the interviewees was selected through purposeful sampling technique 

(n=17). Semi-structured deep interviews were implemented in order to collect data. The 

data collection process was continued until reaching theoretical saturation and usefulness 

threshold of available information. During quantitative phase of this research, multi-stage 

cluster sampling technique with appropriate allocation among eight villages was used to 

select samples. A questionnaire was used in order to collect data. The questionnaire was 

developed based on literature review and findings of first phase of the research. Its face 

and content validity was verified using comments of faculty members and local experts 

and reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed according to Cronbach's alpha 

coefficient which calculated for several scales of the questionnaire, including: sense of 

place (0.91), social capital (0.81) and life satisfaction (0.93). 
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Importance 

The concept of sense of place characterizes the complex connections people have 

with the environments they encounter. As sense of place is expected to translate into 

harmony between people and nature, as well as care for the place, thereby contributing 

to the community development through building and or enhancing social capital. Thus, 

the more actively rural people are involved in place-shaping activities the greater the 

social capital in rural areas developed. Still relatively few studies have been carried out 

on the relationship between sense of place and social capital in rural areas. In the other 

words, sense of place is not a widely theorized subject in the context of rural studies. 

Although some works exist on the subject in architecture, urban sociology, and 

environment psychology, we have found no major studies that directly explore sense of 

place and its relationship with social capital in rural areas in Iran. The complexity of 

both these terms and mutual relationship needs to draw on a mixed methods research 

design involving both quantitative and qualitative methodologies. One of the 

weaknesses of past researches is that all of the researches were done applying 

quantitative approach using survey. This research is our effort at providing an 

understanding of sense of place and its correlation with social capital in rural areas, 

Zaboul county, Sistan and Baluchestan Province in southeast of Iran.   
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Other Information (including tables and figures) 

Findings of correlation between “sense of place and social capital components” 

reported in Table 1. Also, Table 2 reports summary of casual effects of social capital 

and other independence variables on sense of place.  

Table 1. Correlation between “sense of place and social capital constructs”.   
 

Sense of place 
Social capital constructs 

significance level Correlation coefficient 

0.00 0.387** Social network 

0.00 0.253** Social trust 

0.00 0.329** Social participation 

0.00 0.321** Social awareness 

0.00 0.384** Social capital (overall) 

 

Table 2. Summary of casual effects of independent variables on sense of place.  
 

Total effects Direct effects Indirect effects variables 

0.268 0.268 - Social capital 

-0.216 -0.216 - education 

0.195 0.195 - years of residence in village 

-0.188 -0.188 - immigration of family members 

0.156 0.120 0.036 life satisfaction 

0.197 0.180 0.017 membership in local institutions 

0.249 0.179 0.070 occupation situation 

0.207 0.153 0.054 receiving social services 

0.868   total 

 

Overlay, all these give rise to the idea of place-attachment as important aspects of 

development practices in rural areas through strengthening social capital.   


