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Highlights 

- Clarify the status of the herd lameness and other important production, reproduction 

variables etc. 
 

- Clarify the effect of management strategies to lameness prevention. 
 

-Survey of the relationship between management strategies and mentioned variables 

in the studied herds.  
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Importance 

Lameness known as the third cause of economic losses in dairy herds. However, 

with respect to the effects of lameness on breast and reproductive performance, today 

some researchers have greater impact compared to mastitis and infertility and known 

as the most important factor in dairy herds loss. The effects of lameness when more 

noteworthy that with the effect on the physiological condition of the body, particularly 

the reproductive system causes negative reactions in other organs. Economic losses 

due to lameness in Great Britain from 1977 to 1978 are estimated in the amount of 

15.5 of millions of pounds although the amount of the losses by Bergsten (1990) was 

more than 89.2 million pounds per year. During the studies in the United Kingdom 

(Vytakrv et al., 1983), losses from reduced milk production was estimate 35 million 

pounds per year. More economic losses due to lameness are due to early culling of 

animals, treatment costs, milk production decrease, reproduction efficiency decrease, 

calving interval increase and discontinuation of milk production. 

Introduction (Hypothesis and aims) 

Population increase, especially in developing country with food poverty in some 

parts of the world has made that the issue of adequate access to food still remains on 

the agenda of socio-economic policy makers. In terms of planning and development, 

Food as an economic commodity, as well as one of the products of economic 

development have an essential role on ensuring the independence of the country, 

ensuring community health and increasing the efficiency of human resources. Since 

milk and healthy dairy products are one of the best sources of protein and calcium, in 

all parts of the world have been made significant investment in the field of production, 

trade and consumption. In Iran, due to the population growth and increasing demand 

for milk and its products, milk production level increased and has arrived from 2.8 

million ton in 1981 to 8.8 million ton in 2008. Livestock sector in the country, with 

more than 130 million livestock units and annual production of 8 million tons of milk 

requires proper management and optimum utilization of production factors to achieve 

optimal and sustainable productivity. Numerous failure and lack of economic profit in 

traditional farms cause the development of large unit in recent years.  But despite the 

investments made the share of industrial dairies in meat and milk production 

Compared with the traditional cattle production is much lower.  


