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Importance 

Rangeland resorts, protected areas and parks are considered as the main centers 

for ecotourism activities, portion of public expenditures spend for creating and 

maintaining such environments every year. Scarcity of these resources and on the 

other hand financial resources to restore and create an environment suitable for 

recreation motivates natural resource management and public participation in the 

valuation of these resources as well as maintain and restore them. Determining non-

market values for environmental goods such as habitat and landscapes is important. 

Prioritization and values that people pay for resorts protection is a promising 

guidance for land management decisions (White and Lovett, 1999).  

 

Introduction (Hypothesis and aims) 

Optimum utilization and appropriate management of renewable natural resources, 

especially rangeland due to its dynamic nature needs to evaluation and classification 

of environmental-ecological potentials and its dependent economic-social conditions. 

Given the current state of Iran's rangelands, assessment and determination of 

potential and suitability is necessary for sustainable and optimized utilization of 

rangelands. Ecotourism is one of the basic uses of natural resources.  

 

Highlights 

Results of final ecotourism potential model showed that about 54 percent of the 

study area (4791.28 hectares) has the potential and capability for ecotourism 

activities. Water resources are very important factor for attracting visitors in the 

region. Results showed that about 80 percent of the region has a good potential and 

capability in terms of water resources. The average WTP (Willingness to Pay) as the 

price of admission for any visitor to the area was found to be 14521 Rials.  
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Other Information (including tables and figures) 

 
Figure 1. Ecotourism suitability map of Chahar-bagh rangelands of the Golestan Province.  

 

 

Table 1. Classification of factors in FAO method (FAO, 1991and 1993). 

 

Percentage of expected performance Suitability class Symbol 

>80 High suitability S1 

40-80 Moderate suitability S2 

20-40 Low suitability S3 

<20 Not-suitable N 

 

 

Table 2. Suitability classes and economic value of each class.  

 

Suitability class 
Value of each Ha in each 

suitability class (Rial) 
Area (Ha) 

Economic value of 

each class 

High suitability 269280.5 - - 

Moderate suitability 215424.4 2249.28 484.55 

Low suitability 107712.2 2542 273.8 

Not-suitable - 4079.4 - 

Total - 8870.7 758.35 

 


